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Historiografía de la 
“memoria indígena” 
en México. Reflexiones 
sobre una forma local 
del paradigma memorial 
mundial

Historiography of the “indigenous 

memory” in Mexico. Reflections on 

a local form of the world memory 

paradigm

Resumen

Este artículo busca realizar un análisis 

historiográfico de los modos en que el 

pasado indígena en México ha sido re-

configurado desde la categoría de memo-

ria en el siglo xx y comienzos del xxi. Se 

examinarán tres mutaciones históricas 

de la identidad indígena que han dado 

lugar a la convicción de que los indíge-

nas son los auténticos herederos de un 

pasado ancestral resguardado en la me-

moria del grupo. Posteriormente se verá 

cómo de esta idea se han derivado rei-

vindicaciones sociales o argumentos para 

la creación de políticas con “pertinencia 

cultural”. Finalmente, sugeriremos que 

este fenómeno corresponde a un proceso 

de mundialización de la categoría de me-

moria, que activa nuevas historicidades.
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Abstract

The objective of this essay is to make a 

historiographic analysis of the ways in 

which the indigenous past in Mexico 

has been reshaped from the category of 

memory in the 20th century and the be-

ginning of the 21st. It will examine histo-

ric mutations of the indigenous identity 

which have given place to the belief that 

the indigenous peoples are the authentic 

heirs of an ancestral past safeguarded in 

the memory of the group. Subsequently, 

we will see how, starting from this idea 

social defense or arguments, have been 

derived for the creation of policies with 

“cultural relevance”. Finally, we suggest 

that this phenomenon corresponds to a 

process of globalization of the category 

of memory which activates new histori-

cities.
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

















        
   







          



















              

          

           




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










 





















  








           
          














 
 
 




 







  


















            













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



         

 




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 







         





 


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


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
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 
    

 

 










 



 


       
   
   
         












 




 
 
 































  



        












        

        







   









 
 
 






         
  






        























          






 
 
 
 
 












 
     





 











  



      

  

      

         





 
 









 





 

 





 






     



          

 



 





 



 

 



 














 

 

       





          



        



 

 





 





 

          



 





 

       
      



        
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

 



 



 





 



         



         





 



 



 
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